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654 Reviews of Books 

Contemporary Politics in the Far East. By Stanley K. Horn- 
beck, B.A., Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political Science in the 
University of Wisconsin ; Sometime Instructor in the Chekiang 
Provincial College and in the Fengtien (Mukden) Law College. 
(New York: D. Appleton and Company. 1916. Pp. xii, 466.) 
Professor Stanley K. Hornbeck has given us a really valuable study 
in the field of Far Eastern politics. And this is saying a good deal, for 
the literature of the Far East is overloaded with works of appalling 
superficiality or misleading partizanship. The prevailing ignorance in 
the West of Eastern affairs gives the opportunity to writers of the first 
class, while it seems to be quite as difficult to consider with even mind 
the relations between China and Japan as it was — and is — to consider 
those between France and Germany. In the preparation of Contem- 
porary Politics in the Far East Professor Hornbeck had the advantage 
of unusual opportunities for observation in China and of research both 
there and at the University of Wisconsin. His statements are based 
upon the best available authorities, and although the reader may detect 
where his sympathies lie, he has rarely permitted his feelings to affect 
his judgment. For the period it covers, his book will win a place as a 
sound and useful work of reference. But it contains a striking example 
of the dangers of prophecy in the Far East, even when the course of 
events seems plainly marked out — in a second edition chapter VI. will 
probably bear a new title in place of " China : the Return to Monarchy ". 
The volume is divided into two parts or books. The first, dealing 
with politics in China and in Japan, devotes six chapters to a survey of 
Chinese political development between 191 1 and 1916, and four chapters 
to Japan since the coming of Commodore Perry in 1853. In both cases 
the chapters on contemporary politics are well handled, while the attempt 
to condense fifty years of Japanese progress into twenty-five pages of 
text has occasioned most of the few errors in fact found in the volume. 
The second book deals with the contemporary relations of China, Japan, 
and the United States, and this in turn is divided into two sections. One, 
the recent past, treats of the expansion of Japan into Korea and South 
Manchuria, of the scramble for concessions in China, and of the open- 
door policy ; and the other, the recent past and the present, considers such 
immediate questions as Japan and Germany, Japan and China, Japan's 
Monroe Doctrine for Asia, Japan and the United States, and China and 
the United States. It is in the latter section that the author has yielded 
slightly to the temptation to do something which, he tells us, is not the 
purpose of the book, " to pass judgment upon policies or to offer possible 
solutions for problems; the task in hand is that of setting forth facts". 
In dealing with contemporary events it is so difficult to get the facts, 
and so easy to deal with probabilities and possibilities, that even so 
thoughtful an investigator as Professor Hornbeck has been unable to 
cleave to the line. This leads to certain assumptions. Thus, the open- 
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door and integrity-of-China agreements " may as well be acknowledged 
to have become, potentially at least, so many 'scraps of paper'" (p. 
242). "The American government in its official advocacy of the open- 
door policy assumed a position of responsibility. . . . This responsibility 
makes imperative something more than mere reiterated protestations of 
friendly interest. It calls for most careful consideration and substantial, 
constructive political and economic effort" (p. 403). "The question of 
the peace of the Far East lies with the fate of China. If China can 
develop strength to defend her own integrity, the peace of the Orient 
may be preserved." " Unless the powers do interfere in one way or 
another, it would seem that one of two things must happen : either China 
will pass under the tutelage — if not the vassalage — of Japan ; or China 
will have to fight to preserve herself from national extinction " (p. 357). 
These statements seem to be " judgments upon policies " and " possible 
solutions for problems ", and as such they will stimulate thought, if not 
win complete endorsement. Certainly it would be of interest to learn 
what sort of " political and economic effort " the United States should, 
make to give vitality to the " scraps of paper ". 

Payson J. Treat. 

Histoire Diplomatique de I'Europe depnis le Congrcs de Berlin 
jusqu'a Nos Jours. Par A. Debidour, Professeur a la Faculte 
des Lettres de 1'Universite de Paris. Premiere Partie. La 
Pai.v Armce (i8/'8-ip04). [Bibliotheque d'Histoire Contem- 
poraine.] (Paris: Felix Alcan. 1916. Pp. xii, 359.) 

This volume forms the continuation of M. Debidour's well-known 
Histoire Diplomatique depuis I'Ouvertttre du Congrcs de Vicnne and is 
to be followed shortly, he tells us, by another which will cover the decade 
immediately preceding the war. He will thus have completed his survey 
of international relations during the century between the Napoleonic 
Wars and the present titanic struggle. M. Debidour's history of the 
earlier period has been recognized generally as the standard brief account 
of European diplomacy from 1814 until 1878, and his continuation will 
doubtless be accorded the same position for the later epoch. It is com- 
prehensive, concise, and well proportioned; furthermore, the matter is 
arranged and presented in that vein of lucidity which in works of a syn- 
thetic character has often seemed to be a monopoly of French writers. 

Taking up the narrative upon the morrow of the Berlin Congress, 
the author sketches the unsatisfactory nature of the settlement of 1878 
in the Near East and the rivalry of Russia and Austria ; he is thus 
brought to a consideration of Bismarck's negotiations with the latter 
power which culminated in the Dual Alliance of 1879. Without losing 
sight of the continued chaos in the Balkans and its effect upon Austro- 
Russian enmity, he traces the development of the Dual Alliance into the 
Triplice by the accession of Italy in 1882. A survey of the colonial 



